
Teacher Toolkit 
This toolkit equips teachers to balance social progress with individual authenticity, ensuring 

students learn collaboratively while discovering their own meaning and responsibility.  

1. Philosophical Foundations 
Progressive Education Principles 

• Learning through experience and inquiry 

• Emphasis on collaboration, democracy, and social responsibility 

• Curriculum connected to real-world problems and community life 

Existentialist Principles 

• Respect for student individuality and freedom of choice 

• Encouragement of authentic self-expression 

• Focus on meaning-making, personal responsibility, and lived experience 

2. Classroom Practices 

• Student Voice & Choice 
o Flexible project options (essays, art, multimedia, community action) 

o Co-created learning goals and assessment criteria 

• Dialogical Pedagogy 
o Socratic seminars and open-ended discussions 

o Prioritize questions over answers 

• Experiential Learning 

o Fieldwork, service learning, simulations 

o Reflection journals linking personal life to curriculum themes 



• Democratic Structures 

o Class meetings for collective decision-making 

o Rotating leadership roles 

3. Instructional Tools 

• Reflective journals and portfolios 

• Inquiry-based units with driving questions (e.g., “What does it mean to live 
authentically?”) 

• Choice boards with diverse pathways for demonstrating understanding 

• Community partnerships with local organizations 

4. Assessment Strategies 
• Authentic assessment (performance tasks, exhibitions, community presentations) 

• Self and peer assessment 

• Narrative feedback highlighting growth and meaning 

5. Teacher Dispositions 

• Facilitator of Meaning – guide students in exploring existential questions 

• Co-Learner – model curiosity and vulnerability 

• Ethical Guide – encourage responsibility for choices and their impact 

6. Practical Resources 

Books 

• Experience and Education – John Dewey 



• Existentialism and Education – Van Cleve Morris 

• Pedagogy of the Oppressed – Paulo Freire 
Activities 

• “Philosophy Circles” – students bring personal questions to explore collectively 

• “Life Maps” – visual timelines of meaningful experiences 

Digital Tools 

• Padlet or Jamboard for collaborative meaning-making 

• Flip for reflective video journals 


